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This year’s annual Noah’s Children gala, 

forty one, was another sellout with more 
than 400 attendees. Best of all, the event 
raised a record $322,000, $11,000 
more than last year! Fiona and Jay Turner, 
parents to Noah’s Children patients, 

Bowen and Helen, and big brother Hugh, 
shared their experiences with Noah’s Children in a 

speech and video, making the evening even more memorable. Thank you 
to everyone who supported this important annual fundraiser.

And the winner is …
When the winner of the forty one gala raffle 
was announced, one very lucky person 
walked away with the Diamond Tennis 
Bracelet, valued at $7,495 and donated by 
Adolf Jewelers. Only she didn’t know she 
had won. Lynda Scanlan and her husband, 
Sean, had to leave the event early and were 
not there when her name was drawn. But 
the Noah’s Children team delivered it to her 
son, Connor, a Noah’s Children patient, who 
presented it to his Mom. “It’s so special,” Lynda said, “because Connor 
gave it to me personally. It was meant to be, and I wear it all the time. 
Connor is always going to be a part of my life, but this is something really 
special that will remind me of him forever.” 
 A huge thanks to all who supported the raffle, and to Adolf Jewelers 
for donating such a spectacular bracelet.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sadly, Connor passed away Friday, April 4, 2014. 

Court of Dreams
There’s nothing like a little college basketball to 

generate excitement and bring families together. That 

was certainly the case on March 9 for 10-year-old Lavar 

Scott, his mom, Shelby, and two brothers Keimon, 6, and 

Mario, 4, as they gathered at the Richmond Coliseum for 

the Atlantic 10 Women’s College Basketball Tournament. 

Thanks to a partnership with the Atlantic 10 Conference, 

Lavar and other Noah’s Children guests received the 

royal treatment. In addition to activities such as poster 

making, goody bags, t-shirts, and a bouncy house, Noah’s 

Children patients participated in the “Court of Dreams” 

VIP experience. For this special 

ceremony, patients gathered 

at center court and received 

a commemorative basketball 

from the starting players of both 

teams, as well as hugs, high 

fives and lots of smiles. 

 According to Wendy Larry, 

the A-10’s Associate Commissioner and Director of 

Women’s Basketball, “We’ve always been passionate 

about finding meaningful partners in the community, 

like Noah’s Children. When we learned Richmond 

would host the Women’s Basketball tournament, we 

thought it was a great opportunity to reach out and 

Drs. Bob and Felice Archuleta, Alexis Kennett, Fiona and Jay Turner stand with 
one of the many paintings representing the hope and comfort of Noah’s Children.

Connor Scanlan presented 
the forty one gala raffle 

prize to his mom, Lynda.

Keimon, Lavar and Mario Scott had just as much fun watching basket-
ball as shooting hoops in the Bouncy House where Lavar “dunked” the 

ball a whopping 10 times! “It was just awesome!” said Lavar.

Fabulous

forty one



recognize our mutual partnership with them. We are always 

grateful for the good health of our exceptional student athletes, 

but it’s also important to recognize that there are some who are 

not as fortunate and be able to help serve them in some capacity. 

For us, to find a group like Noah’s Children is very rewarding.”

 Outings such as these are important for Lavar who began 

suffering from severe headaches several years ago, and traveled 

from doctor to doctor searching for answers. A diagnosis of 

Sphenoid Sinus Spindle Cell Carcinoma, a type of brain tumor, 

was finally made in 2011. Even with the diagnosis, however, 

nobody knew how to help Lavar, who had to leave school and 

became increasingly depressed. His mother was about to pack 

up the family’s belongings and move to Florida to be closer to 

family and to the hospital where he was receiving Proton Beam 

Radiation, when she learned about Noah’s Children.

 “They have worked miracles for us,” said Shelby. “Noah’s 

Children helped with Lavar’s pain medication, found a local 

oncologist, offered music and art therapy for my son and his 

brothers, and included us in the Noah’s family activities, like 

the A-10 basketball game. They really listen to not only what 

your child needs, but also what the entire family needs. And we 

need these outings. It’s a chance to connect without the stress of 

medical issues.”

 Lavar is currently in remission and hoping to return to 

school in the fall. He is now happy and well adjusted, and says 

Shelby, “The only people I can thank for that is Noah’s Children. 

They are my guardian angels. They have taken so much off my 

shoulders. Lavar sees that, which has reduced his stress as well. 

Noah’s Children is the reason we are still in Virginia, and I am 

so incredibly grateful.”

 Shelby has advice for other families considering whether or 

not Noah’s Children is right for their family. “They will help you 

in more ways than you can imagine. Seeking out their help is 

not an end, but a beginning. It’s a step toward recovery for my 

child and my family.”

After a long, cold winter, the warm weather 

of summer is just around the corner, and Noah’s Children 

patients and their siblings will be headed to summer camp 

once again. This year, the Summer 

Camp program will be 

directed by the Weinstein 

JCC. (See article on next page.) 

These camp experiences are 

important because they allow 

children to enjoy normal kid 

activities during stressful times at home. As with all of Noah’s 

Children services and programs, we rely on the generosity of 

our community to help provide funds for these experiences. 

If you would like to donate to our Summer Camp program, 

please send a check to:

Noah’s Children

7229 Forest Avenue, Suite 200

Richmond, VA 23226

Or contact Lee Ailstock at : 

(804) 287-7686 • Carolyn_Ailstock@bshsi.org.

Thank you for your support and generosity.

Summer
Camp

Summer
Camp

Summer Camp SupportYou’re Not Alone 
Noah’s Children wants you to know that you 

do not walk alone after the death of a son or daughter, a brother 

or a sister, or a grandchild. Noah’s Children continues to offer 

family support through a variety of bereavement services, in-

cluding mailings, telephone calls, visits, counseling sessions, 

support groups, bereavement retreats, and other special events. 

 Support groups are facilitated by professional counselors and 

can provide a friendly and safe atmosphere to meet others who 

have experienced similar losses, to share your story, to express 

your feelings, and to remember your loved ones. Support groups 

and retreats are offered on a regular basis. If you are interested in 

participating or learning more, please contact Beth Smith, Grief 

Counselor, at (804) 513-2523 or at Beth_Smith@bshsi.org.

Court of Dreams   Continued from front page

Twenty Noah’s Children patients and their families enjoyed  
the VIP experience at the A-10 Women’s College Basketball  

Championship on March 9.



The Weinstein 
Jewish Community
Center (JCC) has been a

stalwart in the community for 

more than 60 years, providing 

programs and services for resi-

dents such as early childhood 

education, afterschool care,  

senior programs, a fitness  

center, sports leagues, summer 

camps, and much more. 

  It’s that commitment to the 

community that makes the Weinstein JCC a true friend of 

Noah’s Children. Last summer, they offered up their 110-

acre Camp Hilbert site in Goochland County for Noah’s 

Family Fun Day. More than 75 children and their families 

enjoyed a lazy day by the pool, a cookout, and lots of snow-

cones. According to Peggy Newsome, Membership Special-

ist, “It was one of the best days I’ve ever had. Our members, 

who learned of the event from posters, also made a point of 

welcoming the kids that day. It was just a great community 

event, with lots of smiles and happiness on hand.” 

  But the partnership between the Weinstein JCC and 

Noah’s Children doesn’t stop there. Beginning this year, 

all summer camp programs Noah’s Children provides for 

its patients and their siblings will be provided through 

the Weinstein JCC. In addition to the day camp activities 

at Camp Hilbert, the JCC also offers numerous specialty 

camps, such as basketball, flag football, tennis, horseback 

riding, ballet, arts and culture, science, health and fitness, 

Legos, cooking, leadership camps, and more.

 Says Jay Jacobs, Chief Executive Officer of the Weinstein 

JCC, “Our philosophy is to be true community partners, 

and we are always looking for ways to give back. This was 

an opportunity we simply couldn’t pass up. For the families 

and for the kids – many of whom have an uncertain future 

– to allow them to have these summer camp experiences, 

you just can’t beat that. It’s a partnership that we hope to 

maintain for years to come.”

 For more information on enrolling your child or siblings 

in Summer Camp programs, please contact Lee Ailstock at 

(804) 287-7686 or at Carolyn_Ailstock@bshsi.org

Rachel Cobb, Chaplain
Rachel joined Noah’s Children in Janu-

ary 2014 with more than 40 years of 

experience working in healthcare set-

tings, as well as 20+ years in various 

areas of ministry. She holds a Master 

of Divinity Degree and a Doctor of Phi-

losophy Degree in Nursing, and has 

worked for local, state, and interna-

tional ministry organizations. She has also worked in critical 

care nursing, nursing administration, and nursing education 

and research. Says Rachel, “I feel that the opportunity to work 

with the children and families in Noah’s program is a privilege 

and a very sacred gift.”

Tina Haas,  
Administrative Assistant
In February 2014, a new Administrative 

Assistant, Tina Haas, joined the Noah’s 

team. Tina has an Associates Degree in 

Business Administration, and worked 

as a Human Resources Administrator,  

Executive Assistant, and Office Manager 

in North Carolina prior to moving to Vir-

ginia in 2011. Of her new position, Tina says, “In my short time 

with Noah’s, it has become very clear that the people who work 

here do so strictly because they want to. It’s a calling, not just a job. 

Everyone at Noah’s truly wants to support the patients and their 

families to live the best life possible.”

We are delighted to have on board two new members of the Noah’s Children family. Please feel free to call them at 
(804) 287-7686 and welcome them on board!

Friends of Noah’s Children 

Noah’s Children Staff Expands Once Again!
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Visit Our New Web Site
www.noahschildren.org
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Office
5855 Bremo Rd., Suite 409

Richmond, VA 23226

Donations
7229 Forest Ave., Suite 200

Richmond, VA 23226

Thank You  
Donors anD VolunTeers

Noah’s Children has accomplished 

so much over the years  

because of friends like you.  

Whether it’s making a donation  

or volunteering your time,  

your support helps us provide 

quality care and services to families. 

On behalf of the staff  

and families we serve,

thank you!

We celebrate the lives of these children
and honor all those who love them.

Sakinah Broadnax
9/23/06 – 1/11/14

Jermonie Mason 
12/18/04 – 1/18/14

Larry Hernandez 
11/17/10 – 3/11/14

Connor Sean Scanlan
2/9/00 – 4/4/14


